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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Valued Members and Friends 
 
I hope this message finds you all well and enjoying the cooler weather! 

As the President of WASLA , I am excited to share our newsletter with you and to keep you posted 

on  the recent  Autumn Dance hosted by us in March and the upcoming Avurudu event. 

Whilst it was a pleasure organising the  Autumn Dance, I am indeed thrilled to state that it was a 

great success. With the net  proceeds of the dance we were able to make a generous donation 

of SLRS  1,000,000 to VACD Australia . VACD (Volunteers to Assist Children with Disabilities) is 

a charitable organisation that provides support to single mums with special needs children in the 

UVA Province of Sri Lanka. 

I wish to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to my committee for their hard work, to 

our sponsors for their generous support and to our members and guests who attended the dance 

to make it all a success.   

We will be hosting our Sinhala and Tamil Avurudu lunch at the AAA Hall situated at Stirling Street, 

Perth on Sunday 27 April. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

President 

 

 

Anthony DeSilva
Text Box
Anthony DeSilva
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Dear Readers 

Welcome to the April edition of the newsletter. We are excited to share with you pictures from 

our recent Autumn dance which was a successful event. We also have some exciting content 

lined up. Hope this helps spark your curiosity and offers some new insights. 

We welcome contributions from all our readers. Email admin@wasla.com.au if you have any 

questions or would like to forward your contributions. We hope you enjoy this issue! 

Sharifa 
Editor 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Dear Members and Friends  
 
Our WASLA event “Autumn Nights” dance was a fantastic success with sponsorship, donations 

and ticket sales enabling WASLA to donate SLRS 1,000,000 to our selected charity VACD 

Australia. VACD have approximately 350+ children registered and their quarterly health clinics 

usually have around 250+ children attending the event. The WASLA donation will enable the staff 

at the VACD centres to continue to support these children and their families over the next year.  

We have already booked a venue for the next event – the Sinhala & Tamil Avurudu Celebration 

lunch.  

The inflow and outflow of funds for the period is stated below. The bank balances are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Subscriptions: Could you please make sure your subscriptions are up to date. We want to 
keep preferential pricing for our members for the events in the coming year but to enable this, 
your subscriptions need to be current.  
 

The subscription rates for 2024/25 

Our preferred form of collection is via an 
Electronic Bank Transfer. To assist our 
record keeping, please make your 
reference as:  
 
Existing membership renewals - “Name, Surname, Mem Renewal - year” 
New members   - “Name, Surname, New Member - year” 

Single Membership $15 

Family Membership  $25 

Single Pensioner Membership  $10 

Pensioner Family Membership  $15 

Student Membership  $10 
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Account Name:                          The Western Australia Sri Lanka (Ceylon) Association  
BSB:                                       036 – 062 
Account No:                           518950 
 
2. Sponsors: We are looking for sponsors for our events and would dearly like your support. If 

you would like to, please get in touch with a Committee member. 
 

Please feel free to email WASLA on admin@wasla.com.au or reach out to any of the committee 

members for more information. Thank you.  

Peter Andrée 
Treasure 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@wasla.com.au


WASLA AUTUMN DINNER DANCE 

WASLA hosted an Autumn Dinner Dance on Saturday 22 March 2025, at the Morley 

Recreation Centre. We welcomed distinguished guests, Dr Rosh Jalagge, Honorary Consul for 

Sri Lanka in WA and Mrs Priyanka Jalagge. A cheque for SLRS 1,000,000 was donated to 

VACD Australia and Sri Lanka. We were entertained by the music provided by Decibel as well 

as a taste of Sri Lanka music by Rohan and the Dynamics. Guests also enjoyed the sumptuous 

dinner catered by CK Black. We thank everyone for their support. 
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  POWER OF SRI LANKAN AIRLINE ON AIR                                     

All-female operating crew of SriLankan Airline flight – UL 404 – flew from Colombo to Bangkok 
to commemorate the International Women’s Day on 8 March.  
 
The eight female member team led by Captain Madini Wijesinghe returned on the same day from 
Bangkok to Colombo carrying 130 passengers.  
 
This SriLankan Airline special flight was operated not only to commemorate the International 
Women’s Day but also to showcase the skills and dedication of SriLankan Airline female crew 
members – Pic by Shanika Sriyananda 

- featured on 10 March 2025 
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WHAT BENEFITS DOES AN AUTHORISED DENGUE VACCINE OFFER 

AUSTRALIAN VISITORS TO SRI LANKA? 

Dengue has a substantial impact on worldwide tourism and is a leading cause of sickness in 

tourists who visit dengue-endemic countries such as Sri Lanka. Dengue is not endemic in any 

part of Australia. It is prevalent in many famous Australian tourism locations .There has been a 

recent trend of a surge in dengue notifications in Australia and reports indicate that dengue 

infection is the primary cause of fever with illness among returning Australian visitors. Although 

the mosquito species responsible for transmitting dengue, Aedes aegypti is widespread in north 

Queensland and infrequent local epidemics due to imported cases 

Primary Dengue virus infection might be asymptomatic or cause a mild feverish sickness, but it 

can also result in severe infection during travelling period. 

There are four (4) unique serotypes of the virus. Infection with one serotype confers lifelong 

protection against that specific serotype, but not against other serotypes. Severe dengue 

sickness is typically caused by a subsequent infection with a different viral serotype and can be 

fatal. Research indicates that a person's immune system is primed by the initial infection, which 

can lead to a more severe disease during subsequent infection  

 The relevance of Australians getting vaccinated against dengue before visiting Sri Lanka may 

be debated.  

The discovery of a dengue vaccine that is effective against all four serotypes while providing 

minimum safety hazards has been a challenging task for pharmaceutical companies. 

Two vaccines are currently available to prevent infection with Dengue fever. 

 

 

*Approvrd in 20 nations 
incuding Australia.   

*Live attenuated 
vaccine.

*3 doses :0,6 and 12 
months .

*No booster.

*Cost $2000(3 doses)

Dengvaxia
*Pending approval

*2 doses

*Cost  $500  

QDenga
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Following a general practitioner's advice, travelers can receive the vaccination on an individual 

basis using the Therapeutic Goods Administration's Special Access Scheme online portal 

(https://www.tga.gov.au/form/special-access-scheme). 

The Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) recently issued 

guidance regarding the use of the dengue vaccine in travellers. Specifically, the group advised 

against using the vaccine for short-term travellers to dengue-endemic areas. The vaccine is now 

recommended primarily for Australian travelers who have had a previous dengue infection and 

are planning to reside in areas where dengue is endemic. However, the recommendation is 

contingent upon a careful risk-benefit assessment, meaning that vaccination should only be 

considered if the benefits outweigh the potential risks  

Dengvaxia is designed to prevent severe disease from secondary dengue infections and should 

only be administered to individuals who have already been infected with dengue. It is not 

recommended for primary prevention in individuals who have not previously had dengue fever. 

The dengue vaccination is never recommended for primary prevention of initially dengue 

infection. Dengvaxia only prevents secondary infections in particular groups.It is not 

recommended for Australian travelers to receive Dengvaxia for short-term stays in dengue-

endemic areas, even if they have previously been infected. The risks involved exceed the 

potential benefits 

Consideration should only be offered to Australians who meet all of the following vaccine 

eligibility standards 

1 individual must be between the ages of 9 and 45 

2 have a history of previous dengue infection 

3 plan to spend significant time in a dengue-endemic area, and believe the potential    

benefits outweigh the risks. 

The following elements should be taken into account before receiving a dengue 

vaccination with the local General  Practitioner(GP) 

1. High Risk of Dengue Infection: 

o Local Endemicity: If you live in or are traveling to areas where dengue fever is 

common. Endemic regions often see ongoing transmission of the virus. 

o Seasonal Risk: Dengue is more prevalent during certain seasons, particularly 

during the rainy season when mosquito populations (Aedes aegypti and Aedes 

albopictus) surge. 

o Ongoing Outbreaks: If there is a current dengue outbreak in your region or 

destination, this also elevates the risk. 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL 
During WW II, a man was arrested in London for calling Winston Churchill, the then PM of UK, a 
fool.  
 
The next day in the House of Commons, the opposition members were ready to roast the 
government for this. "Are we living in a police state", they shouted, "Where we cannot call the PM 
a fool"?  
 
Churchill's reply was truly disarming, “The man was not arrested for calling the Prime Minister a 
fool", he said, "but for letting out a State Secret at a time of war". 
 

 

 

2. Length of Stay in a Hazardous Location: 

o Individuals who are likely to stay in a dengue-endemic area for extended periods 

(e.g., expatriates, military personnel, humanitarian workers, and government 

officials) should assess the likelihood of prolonged exposure.  

3. Laboratory Confirmation of Prior Acute Dengue Infection: 

o If previous testing confirms that you have had a prior acute dengue infection, this 

can influence the decision to get vaccinated. This is especially important for people 

with a documented history of dengue, as vaccination can be more effective in such 

cases and may prevent future complications. 

o Current Serology: Serological testing (for example, anti-dengue antibodies) might 

also suggest previous exposure to the virus.  

o Clinical History Consistency: If the clinical history is consistent with dengue (e.g., 

symptoms of fever, rash, and body aches), vaccination could be more appropriate. 

4. Feasibility of Completing the 3-Dose Immunization Program in 12 Months: 

o The dengue vaccine (such as Dengvaxia) generally requires a 3-dose series 

administered over a period of 12 months. It’s important to assess whether the 

individual can complete the vaccination series within this time frame. 

o Delays in receiving the full series may lead to incomplete protection. 

- Dr Eranda Gunasekera 

   MBBS, MD, DRCP (Ireland), MRACRM 

Consultant  in Reproductive Medicine 
Senior Lecture, Faculty Of Medicine  

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University ,Sri Lanka  
Sessional Lecturer, University of Notre Dame 

Fremantle,Western Australia 

Email: eranda.g@kingshospital.lk 
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PATHS OF TIME 
 
There is a silence that comes with the years, and it is not made only of the absence 
of noise, but of the smooth transition between what we were and what we become.  
 
At 60, you begin to feel the subtlety of distancing. The room that 
once pulsated with your ideas now seems full of voices that no 
longer ask for your opinion. It is not a rejection; it is the rhythm of 
life. It is when we learn that our contribution is not in the immediate 
present, but in the traces, we leave in hearts and minds along the 
way. 
 
At 65, you realize that the corporate world, once so vital, is a 
ceaseless flow. It continues, indifferent to what you did or did not do. 
It is not a defeat, it is liberation. This is the time to look at yourself, 
to strip away the ego and put on serenity. It is no longer about 
proving, but about teaching, about sharing, about mentoring. True 
achievement is not that which is displayed, but that which inspires. 
 
 At 70, society seems to forget this, but really? Maybe it is just an invitation to re-evaluate what 
really matters. Young people will not recognize you for what you were, and that is a blessing in 
disguise: now you can be just who you are. No masks, no titles, just the essence. Old friends, 
those who do not ask "who you were" but "how are you," become precious jewels, diamonds that 
shine in the twilight of life. 
 
And then, at 80 or 90, it is the family that, in its haste, moves a little further away. But that is 
where wisdom embraces us tightly. We understand that love is not possession; it is freedom. 
Your children, your grandchildren, go on with their lives, as you go on with yours. Physical 
distance does not diminish affection, but teaches that true love is generous, not demanding. 
 

 When the Earth finally calls you, there is no reason to fear. It 
is the last dance of a natural cycle, the closing of a chapter 
written with sweat, tears, laughter and memories. But what 
remains, what will never really be erased, are the marks we 
leave on the souls we touch. 
 
Therefore, as long as there is breath, energy, as long as the 
heart beats, live intensely. Embrace encounters, laugh out 
loud, enjoy the simple and complex pleasures of life. Cultivate 
your friendships as one who cares for a garden. Because, in 
the end, what remains are not the achievements, nor the titles, 
nor the applause. What remains are the bonds, the moments 
shared, the light we spread. 
 

Be light, be presence, and you will be eternal. I dedicate this to all those who understand that 
time does not erase but only transforms. 
 
José Luis Ricchetti    
11/12/24 
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Vale: Dr. Rasiah Rajagopalan (Raj) - A Beloved Gentle Giant  

01.08.1941 – 21.01.2025 

We take the time to remember and honour the life of Raj, a man 

whose compassion, influence and dedication touched so many of 

us. Raj’s journey to this country began in 1963, when he arrived 

from Ceylon to complete his Bachelor of Dental Science at the 

University of Western Australia. Just one year later, in 1964 he 

had the privilege of being presented to Queen Elizabeth- a 

reflection of the respect and esteem in which he was held whilst 

still a student. 

 Raj was no ordinary dentist. Yes, he was a skilled professional, 

but it was his humanity and compassion that placed him a cut 

above the rest. It was no secret that he provided dental treatments 

free of charge to many new migrants and refugees. And many who 

read this will still remember his much-loved Metropolitan Dental Surgery on King Street where 

we were never charged more than Medicare rates! 

But it wasn’t only his achievements or formal recognition that defined Raj. It was his deep sense 

of community, his willingness to get involved, and his unwavering desire to make a difference in 

the lives of others. Raj became an incredibly active member of the Sri Lankan community 

especially after his “Aunty” Olga came into the picture, and he served on the WASLA committee 

for many decades occupying various leadership positions. 

He had a passion for organising events, particularly the much-anticipated New Year’s Eve 

dances. Along with Olga and many others from WASLA they produced many stellar Indian Ocean 

Arts Festival performances, Independence Day sportsmeets. Beyond formal gatherings, he loved 

spending time with the youth group, often driving down to Dwellingup to sit around the campfire, 

enjoy a scotch, and exchange stories, but always with 6PR blaring all the races that were on that 

day. 

Raj’s generosity extended beyond cultural initiatives—he played a direct role in helping others 

build a new life. It was Uncle Raj who sponsored us, the Ramasamy family to migrate to Australia 

in 1977. He gave Mum her first job in the surgery and he and Chelli effortlessly absorbed us into 

their social circle, I have fond memories of the many evenings spent in their home savouring the 

many culinary delights produced by Aunty Chelli and enjoying their hospitality and warmth along 

with Uncle Siva, Aunty Prakash, and all the kids. 

Aunty Chelli reflects that those were some of the best times, where they shared so many 

wonderful moments as a young family together with the broader Sri Lankan community also too 

numerous to mention individually. 
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Outside of WASLA, one of Raj’s most significant contributions was his involvement with the WA 

Tamil Association. He was a founding member, was president many times, and raised 

considerable funds for affected families in the 80’s and 90’s through Dinner Dances and Curry 

Nites. 

His dedication to supporting Tamil people displaced by the events of 1983 in Sri Lanka and 

helping new arrivals to settle in Western Australia stand as testaments to his boundless 

generosity and unwavering commitment to help the less fortunate. 

At a time when there was no Hindu temple in the area, Raj took the initiative to start Friday 

prayers, ensuring that the community had a place for worship and fellowship. But that was just 

the beginning of his tireless work in sponsoring the introduction of Tamil culture to the broader 

community. He also started Tamil language classes, preserving a rich heritage and ensuring that 

future generations would continue to speak the language of their ancestors. 

When it came to serving the community, Raj did not discriminate. He was the driving force behind 

the Tamil Christian Service, bringing together people of faith to share in their devotion and support 

of one another. He also helped establish the Tamil Senior Group, which would later move to the 

AAA House, providing a space for older members of the community to connect and find support. 

In recent years, Raj faced immense hardship, enduring physical impairment and family health 

challenges with resilience and grace.  

Through it all, he was blessed with a loving and caring wife in Chelli, who stood steadfastly by his 

side, offering unwavering support and companionship. 

Here was a man who truly embodied the spirit of service and devotion. His contributions have 

shaped our community, and his legacy lives on in the lives he touched. Today, as we remember 

Raj, we celebrate the impact he made —not just through the programs he initiated, but through 

the kindness, compassion, respect, love and generosity he showed to everyone around him. 

Raj may no longer be with us, but his indomitable spirit, loving nature and stoic acceptance of his 

fate will continue to influence and inspire all who knew and loved him.  

Vale Raj 

Dhulani on behalf of Olga Ramasamy and family, Uncle Raj’s favourite 

Aunt and mentor to WASLA, with thanks to all who contributed directly 

and indirectly via the Rajagopalan family. 

Aunty Chelli, Ramesh, Rangan, Mohan together with Amanda and the 

grandchildren wish to extend their sincere thanks to all that have 

supported them through this difficult time, sent cards and flowers and 

attended viewing and funeral. 
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Author unknow 

AN ELEMENTRY SCHOOL ANSWERS 

An elementary teacher presented each child in her classroom the 1st half of a well-known 
proverb and asked them to come up with the remainder of the proverb. It's hard to believe 
these were done by first graders. Their insight may surprise you. While reading, keep in 
mind that these are first graders who are 6 years old! 
 

1. Don't change horses until they stop running. 

2. Strike while the bug is close. 

3. It's always darkest before Daylight Saving Time. 

4. Never underestimate the power of termites. 

5. You can lead a horse to water but how? 

6. Don't bite the hand that looks dirty. 

7. No news is  impossible. 

8. A miss is as good as a Mr. 

9. You can't teach an old dog new math. 

10. If you lie down with dogs, you'll stink in the morning. 

11. Love all, trust me. 

12. The pen is mightier than the pigs. 

13. An idle mind is the best way to relax. 

14. Where there's smoke there's pollution. 

15. Happy the bride who gets all the presents. 

16. A penny saved is not much. 

17. Two's company, three's the Musketeers. 

18. Don't put off till tomorrow what you put on to go to bed. 

19. Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry and you have to blow your nose. 

20. There are none so blind as Stevie Wonder. 

21. Children should be seen and not spanked or grounded. 

22. If at first you don't succeed get new batteries. 

23. You get out of something only what you see in the picture on the box. 

24. When the blind lead the blind get out of the way. 

25. A bird in the hand is going to poop on you. 
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Proudly supporting 

The Western Australia Sri Lanka  (Ceylon) Association 
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Jean-Noel Electrical 

Installation & Repairs

Need an electrician? 
Our trusted sparkies will rescue you from any electrical issue 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jean-noelelectrical.net.au/
https://jean-noelelectrical.net.au/
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For all fire safety work! 

 
Contact: 

Victor Bachiega 
Managing Director 

0400 872 114 
victor@vitalfire.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WA Distributer 

mailto:victor@vitalfire.com.au
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